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^SSS^iSS^S^^^ 

This application is abandoned in view of: 

.W-cant^ 

(a) □ A reply was received on with a Certificate i or wan- g 

period for reply (including a total extens-on of time of J under 37 CFR 1.113 (a) to the final rejection 

(b) D Aproposed reply was received on __, but ,t do snot ^ Wan ^^p,«ft. 

Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .1 14). 

(d) S No reply has been received. 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). or Transmission date d 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) DThesubmittedfeeof$ is insufficient. Abalanceof$ isdue. 

Theissuefeereo,iredby37^ 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

after the expiration of the penod for reply, 
(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 

the applicants. 

1 .34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

a~„>a ,n and because the period for seeking court review 

6 □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because 

" of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7 ^ The reason(s) below: 

a telephone call on 1 1/24/2003 to Ja.es J. Leary, and left message as the result of no returned call. 



Thanh Lam 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 2834 

^,..^v^, im .,. M ..^^ ^^^^^" FR '' 81 ^^!!^ - 

, minimize any negat ive effects on patent term. . ^ ^ ^ Nq 5Q 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Notice f Aband nment 
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The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effective May 1, 2003 

., . in ,. h .< flver after May 1. 2003 for any correspondence with the 
Use the address provided m '.his flyer -M e way mat1ers t0 

United States Patent and Trademark ^J^J7" , p , ^ nts 
organizations reporting to the Comm.ss.oner for Patents. 

u- . nr 9 n«i and P 0 Box 2327 Arlington. VA 22202 addresses 
DO NOT USE the Wash.ngton DC 20231 and ku box* h addresses are 

form instruction or other information. 

Con^nce ,n patent mauers ,o options « - *. <— 
for Patents must now be addressed to. 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 





Special Mail Stop designations to replace Specia. Box designations 

"Mail Stop 4"). 

P-or, * 9 correspondence w* ft. 0«,ce 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

Que *ns re 9 ard,n 9 « con,en, o, tofiSgZJT" " " ' roen,0, 
Center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199 



NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U.S. PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS, AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S. PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to: 

(1) cease mailing copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications (US patent 
references) with Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 
reexamination proceedings; and (2) provide electronic access to, with convenient downloading 
capability of, the 1 IS natent references cited in an Office action via the Office's private Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature called "E-Patent 
Reference." Before ceasing to provide copies of U.S. patent references with Office actions, the 
Office shall test the feasibility of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducting a two-month pilot 
project starting with Office actions mailed after December 1, 2003. The Office shall evaluate the 
pilot project and publish the results in a notice which will be posted on the Office's web site 
rwwwUSPTO.gov) and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feature during the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copies of U.S. patent 
references with Office actions, the applicant must: (1) obtain a digital certificate from the Office; 

(2) obtain a customer number from the Office, and (3) properly associate applications with the 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office practice of 
supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with Office actions. 
Paper copies of references will continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and written 
opinions prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage and 
for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

On December 1, 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference in the 
Office's private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U.^ 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user ofpnvatePAIR 
to download some or all of theU.S. patents and U.S. patent application V^^^^T 
examiner on form PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents and U-S^atent application 
uSons submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 

of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdf) files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-page retrieval capability from other USPTO systems. 



1ST AVAILABLS 



Steps to Use the New E-Patent Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 
Thereafter 

Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to private PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not represented _by a 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO Public Key 
Infrastructure (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate all of their 
pending and new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 
(supplied by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature and 
make appropriate arrangements for Internet access. The full instructions for ^ob aining a PKI 
digital certificate are available at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) web page at: 
<Mp://v^.usoto.pnv/ ft hr./downloads.html> . Note that a notarized signature will be required to 
obtain a digital certificate. 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number Request form, PTO- 
SB125 af ht^:7/www.uspto.^w ft Vfnrm S /sb0125.pdf . The completed form can then be 
transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840, or mailed to the 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, then your registration 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by adding your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page at: 
htrp://www.uspto.gov/ebc frppistration pair.html. 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button oh the private PAIR screen. 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication references will be 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature: The size of the 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference so the download time can 
be estimated. Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as complete 
documents as Adobe Portable Document Format (.pdf) files. For a limited period of tune, the 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 
new feature and, if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to utilize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of toe E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent 
application publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions during 
the pilot project, applicants are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its performance. The 
public is encouraged to submit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature during the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 
practitioners, and applicants not represented by a practitioner, are encouraged to experiment with 
the feature, develop a proficiency in using the feature, and establish new internal processes tor 
using the new access to the cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications to prepare 
for the anticipated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying copies of such cited 
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references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patent Reference feature 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 

Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eReference@usoto.gov or 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made available for public 
inspwtion. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project, 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15,2004; . 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers, and 
associating customer numbers with applications should be sent to the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
during examination of non provisional applications on or after February 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
at http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 
Reference feature and questions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
to the EBC at the USPTO at (866) 217-9197. The EBC may also be contacted by facsimile at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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(4) A claim being canceled must be listed in the claim listing with the status identifier "canceled"; the text of the 
claim must not be presented. Providing an instruction to cancel is optional. 

(5) Any claims added by amendment must be presented in the claim listing with the status identifier (new) , the 

text of the claim must not be underlined. . r™««-iitive canceled 

(6) All of the claims in the claim listing must be presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive canceled, 
or not entered, claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g., Cla.ms 1 - 5 (canceled)). 

Fvamnle of listing of Haims fuse of the w nrri "claim" before the claim numher is optional): 
Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (previously presented): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 7 (withdrawn): A handle comprising an elongated wire. 

Claim 8 (withdrawn): The handle of claim 7 further comprising a pjastjc grip. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A bucket with a grew bjue handle. 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 9 wherein the handle is made of wood. 

Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (not entered) 

Claim 13 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 

S^ta^Soa (which will be entered) and a marked up version must be submitted as per 37 CFR 1 .125. 

The changes in any replacement paragraph or section, or substitute "P^J^^^ 
added matter) or strikethrough (for deleted matter) with 2 excepts: ( 1 ) for 

a mM , brackets mav b * <> *. "'norm: and (?) ifstrikethrou^ cannon fcjmSi 

«4» or certain p unctuation marks), double hm** ^^ ^J^^^^ 
„„„p double brac ks- however, extr a of text may be included W orettnd f" be — 

Z"L„u, h . folded b y <•»<> ^riinin, the ertra text mtH the jjesjredchange (e.g., mmbe^ 

number 14 as) 

O Amendmen ts to drawing figures: ;„ mr nnrate the desired changes and which 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures which w*£*t *e ^ J amendments> 

comply with 37 CFR 1.84. An explanation of the changes made must be p esen ^ eel e.ther m tn 8 

or remarks, section of the amendment, and may be accompanied hy « ^^^gT^SfeS 

ha!H0 ^ Mw itb annotations. Any replacement drawing sheet must m ^ ^ e v£n 

Placement Sheet" and include all of the figures appearing on the ^■tfepnor vers^n 

though only one figure may be amended. Any marked-up i^^^jjT^ SL <. o . « an aoo endix) . 

The figure or figure number of the amended draw,ng(s) ^^^J^J,^^ in the 
drawine fieure(s) are not accepted by the examiner, applicant will be notified o any rc H u > 
aTStofS. No furthering submission will be required, unless applicant ,s notified. 

Questionsregardingthesubm^^^ 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 
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REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE: 37 CFR 1.121 CHANGED 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Effective Date: July 30,2003 



All amendments filed on or after the effective date noted above must comply with revised 37 CFR 12 1 See Tinal 
Rule^hanges To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Paten, App .cation Records (6 8 Fed. Reg. 
mi 1 (June 30 2003) posted on the Office's website at: http //wu'w.uspto.ROv/ W eb/ P atents/ifw/ 
wi e.aKd i— on^The amendment practice set forth in revised 37 CFR.U2. . ^ 

compt J section(s) will have to be corrected and the entire corrected section(s) resubm.tted w,th,n a set penod. 

, M » H ,,W,W italic fo -< *~ »»« ~* ^ MM>«** "*« f*™" 'TZlT^ ' ' 

-.!", -a A . . ,„/,„,,„l r^d amendm ent format that avvlicanls could use since February, 2003 

Note! ^ lententTractice for reissues and reexam ination proceedings, except tor drawmgs, has not changed. 

PFVTSFn AMENDMENT PRACTICE 
i »— •- ™-»» ^Minn nf a n amendment document on a senarate sheet: 

^^0/^ Claim Am f ment I;™! will 

image file wrapper. 

claim, must include a complete listing ot all cia m i ^ . , . (with markings t0 sho w 

markings that may have been present in the immed.ate pnor vers.on ° ft ' ' 

Rev. 3 (07/24/03) Flyer for mailing with all Office actions by all TCs 



